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GOSPEL
READING

Matthew 18:10-14

“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I
say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My

f
y
which was lost.

Father who is in heaven. For the Son of Man has come to save that

“What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of
them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the
mountains to seek the one that is straying? And if he should find it,

ssuredly, | say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than ov
the ninety-nine that did not go astray. Even so it is not the will of
gyour Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Your name is Love, O Lord my God; an
invitation to love for all those who keep the
flame of love in their souls through
conscious faith. Let your love spark a new
“fire” in me, O Lord, a “fire” that will shine
your divine nature in my soul.

You are the resident of the Upper Room, O God of All. Our
prayers offered to you lead us to the Upper Room, where we live
anew the Pentecost of our day. It is the place where we all are
transfigured through your divine pouring into our souls, so that the
sail of our life opened on the rough waters does not sink forever.
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SAINT SANTOUKHT

aint Santoukht was born in Armenia and was the daughter of

Sanadrouk, an Armenian king. When the apostle Thaddeus

established Christianity in Edessa, he came to Armenia and lived
in the province of Artaz near the residence of King Sanadrouk and began
to preach the gospel and heal the sick.

Many people accepted Christianity so enthusiastically that their
influence was felt in the palace of the king. Santoukht was also
influenced by Thaddeus’ preaching and was converted and became one
of his staunch disciples.

King Sanadrouk was furious with his daughter and immediately
imprisoned her.

The apostle Thaddeus encouraged Santoukht to remain faithful.
Inspired by her faithfulness at this time, thirty-three prison guards
accepted Christianity as their religion.

Santoukht was brought before the king who tried to convince her
that she should return to her old belief and reject Christianity. The king
placed before her a crown - symbol of a comfortable and privileged life
as a royal, but pagan, princess - and a sword - symbol of her execution
should she continue following Christ. Even though Santoukht knew it
meant her martyrdom, she chose the sword, remaining faithful to her
Lord. She was sentenced to death.

At the time of her martyrdom, St. Santoukht was around eighteen
years of age, although some historians think she was younger. In any
event, she is accepted as the first Christian martyr of Armenia.

The Armenian Church celebrates her memory every year at the
beginning of summer when the memory of St. Thaddeus is celebrated.
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SHORT STORIES
Everyone Has a Story in Life

A 24 year old boy seeing out from the train’s window shouted...

“Dad, look the trees are going behind!”

Dad smiled and a young couple sitting nearby, looked at the 24 year
old’s childish behavior with pity, suddenly he again exclaimed...

“Dad, look the clouds are running with us!”

The couple couldn’t resist and said to the old man...

“Why don’t you take your son to a good doctor?” The old man smiled
and said...“I did and we are just coming from the hospital, my son was
blind from birth, he just got his eyes today.”

Every single person on the planet has a story. Don’t judge people
before you truly know them. The truth might surprise you.

The Elephant Rope

As a man was passing the elephants, he suddenly stopped,
confused by the fact that these huge creatures were being held by
only a small rope tied to their front leg. No chains, no cages. It was
obvious that the elephants could, at anytime, break away from their
bonds but for some reason, they did not.

He saw a trainer nearby and asked why these animals just
stood there and made no attempt to get away. “Well,” trainer said,
“when they are very young and much smaller we use the same size
rope to tie them and, at that age, it’s enough to hold them. As they
grow up, they are conditioned to believe they cannot break away.

They believe the rope can still hold them, so they never try to
break free.”

The man was amazed. These animals could at any time break
free from their bonds but because they believed they couldn’t, they
were stuck right where they were.

Like the elephants, how many of us go through life hanging
onto a belief that we cannot do something, simply because we failed at
it once before?

Failure is part of learning; we should never give up the
struggle in life.
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HOME BLESSING

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place-where they are charged
and empowered whl\sh\esﬁ[%/gmfes/td live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under this roof that all collectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia.” In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, “Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
\ FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. ]



DONATE FOR ALTAR FLOWERS

ne way to celebrate the life of a loved family member or a friend is to
donate either altar flowers for the Divine Liturgy.

Donations may be made by individuals or families for various
occasions, such as name days, birthdays, anniversaries or on the occasion of a
Requiem Service (Hokehankist).
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