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GOSPEL READING

Matthew 14:13-21

hen Jesus heard it, He departed from there by boat to a
deserted place by Himself. But when the multitudes heard it,

they followed Him on foot from the cities. And when Jesus

ent out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion /'
for them, and healed their sick. When it was evening, His disciples came
to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already late.
Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy
themselves food.”
But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give

them something to eat.”

And they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”
He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He commanded th
multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and the
two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the
"“ﬁoaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. So the »
all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the /
pagments that remained. Now those who had eaten were about five “5}
: thousand men, besides women and children. ¢ r
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Suppressor of the evil, O Invincible Power

and Inscrutable God, you are Goodness and
I want to embrace you forever and ever,
for you crush the evil one in your hands.
Your hands are the source of goodness and
kindness, the birthplace of humble spirits.

You are the bestower of life, My Lord, God; with the lifting up
of my hands, I wish to ascend to you, to your dwelling place
where the boundless Universe is reflected in each movement.
Forgive my debts, O Lord, and with tender and humble love, I
promise to sing your glory with new prayers.
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TWELVE APOSTLES AND ST. PAUL

he word apostle is a Greek word meaning “one who is sent

forth” having been entrusted with a special mission. It is

related in the gospels in that from the beginning of his
ministry our Lord chose twelve men and gave them intensive
training for a specific office. They were apostles.

The apostles were to be with Jesus while he was on earth,
to aid him in the preaching and in the establishment of the
kingdom of God on earth. The mission of the apostles is
summarized in the following words of instruction, which our Lord
gave them before his ascension into heaven: “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:18-20).

The apostles’ lives were guided by this last instruction.
Wherever they went they preached the gospel with authority, being
the authentic witnesses of the life and teaching of our Lord. Since
that authority, with which the Lord empowered the apostles, was
given to them not for personal use, but for the entire church, it is
natural to assume that this authority should endure and that it
should remain in the church after the death of the apostles.
Therefore, like their master, the apostles also selected some people
as their successors and transmitted their authority to them by
laying their hands on, and praying over them. These successors of
the apostles were later called bishops.

The church has been called apostolic because the mission
of the church is identical with the mission of the apostles. When
we say that our church is apostolic, we mean that the church of
today is identical with the church which was founded by Jesus
Christ. Its government and its continuation were entrusted to the
apostles. The apostolicity of a church is of great importance
because it is the surest sign of the true church of Christ.
Apostolicity is one of the four marks of the church. The Apostolic
Church is always one, holy and universal (“Living the Armenian
Church Year,” St. Vartan, New York, 2011).
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Do you want to know God?

Do you yearn to experience the Lord’s comforting presence,
power, and wisdom? That’s good, because God loves you and wants to
have a personal relationship with you forever.

The problemis . ..

... one thing separates you from a relationship with God-sin. You and |
sin whenever we fail to live by the Lord’s holy standard. In fact, Romans
3:23: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

Furthermore, Romans 6:23explains that the penalty for sin is
death-separation from God in hell forever. No matter how hard we try,
we cannot save ourselves or get rid of our sins. We can’t earn our way to
heaven by being good, going to church, or being baptized (Eph. 2:8-9).

Understanding how helpless we are because of our sins, God
sent His only Son, Jesus, to save us. Jesus Christ lived a perfect, sinless
life, and then died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins (Rom. 5:8).
Three days later, He rose from the dead-showing that He had triumphed
over sin and death once and for all.

So how can you know God? It all starts with accepting Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior.

Jesus Christ provides a relationship with the Father and eternal
life through His death on the cross and resurrection (Rom. 5:10).

Romans 10:9 promises, “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord,
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved.” If you have not yet begun your personal relationship with God,
understand that the One who created you loves you no matter who you
are or what you’ve done. He wants you to experience the profound depth
of His care.

Therefore, tell God that you are willing to trust Him for
salvation. You can tell Him in your own words or use this simple prayer:

Lord Jesus, | ask You to forgive my sins and save me from
eternal separation from God. By faith, | accept Your work and death on
the cross as sufficient payment for my sins. Thank You for providing the
way for me to know You and to have a relationship with my heavenly
Father. Through faith in You, | have eternal life. Thank You also for
hearing my prayers and loving me unconditionally. Please give me the
strength, wisdom, and determination to walk in the center of Your will.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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REQUIEM SERVICE \@

Upon the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, we will
conduct Requiem Service for the following:

In honor of

*HAROUTIOUN BOGHOSSIAN

Occasion 40 days

Requested by

@ Daughter.- Rebbeca Boghosian

May the Good Lord rest the soul of His servants in
peace and grant the comfort of the Holy Spirit to the
family members.
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HOME BLESSING

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place-where they are charged
and empowered whl\sh\esﬁn\ﬁ/gmres/td live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under this roof that all collectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia.” In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, “Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
\ FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. ]
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Announcement
Requiem Service

Thursday noon for printing in the Sunday
Bulletin.



atriarchare, SCYSR
River, the Dead See
2 Days in Galilee
8 Days in_]erusalem

TRIP INCLUDES:
Round-trip airfare from LAX
Full Transportation & Transfers in the Holy Land
Breakfast & Dinner Daily
4 Star Hotel Accommodarion (Double Occupancy) at
the Gloria Hortel (Jerusalem) & Restal Hotel (Tiberias)
Entrance fee to ALL sightseeingdestinations

Tour Guide (English)

Cost per person (based on dbub[e occupanc y): approx. $3,175.00
SPACE IS LIMITED: $500 DEPOSIT
DEADLINE JULY 1, 2019

For Further ]nfammtian & Inguiry,

,’z/mse, contact Mrs. Belet S/m/;bd{r}m at 818-605-8331

OR email at ididitnywa ;Io@)aboo.cam




