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GOSPEL READING

John 3:13-21

down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in

) f A nd no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so

y,

must the Son of man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
eternal life.
1¥For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.
7For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved.
18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
tbelieveth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

»¥And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the
: : world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their

.).

2For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh
to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may
be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
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How to Be a Better Christian
Being an ideal Christian is a title reserved for very few. But a

better Christian? That's doable, and something we all should strive

for.
1

Read the Bible. The Bible has all the answers and will always
help you and give you advice on how to be a good Christian.

- Pray regularly. It’s important to put God before everything,
thanking Him for everything, too. Always keep Him with you,
which is easiest done with prayer.

Go to church and get involved. In addition to going to church
every Sunday, help out! Sing in the choir, lector, or just be a
greeter — any effort is appreciated.

Always praise the Lord. Be it through the way you talk to
people or the way you are in the day-to-day, always praise the
Lord. Let everybody see that God is present and within you.
Let Him live through you.

Practice forgiveness of others and yourself. To be closer to
God, make a conscious effort toward forgiving yourself and
forgiving others. Instead of acting out with anger, turn the
other cheek. When someone rubs you the wrong way, show
them that you’re living in the light of Christ and taking the
higher road. Forgive them for their sins as Jesus would do.

Be modest and humble about your faith, even though it's
beautiful. Never brag how close you are to God. This will just
turn people off from the Gospel and you'll miss your chance
to witness to others.

Try to participate in religious activities. Youth groups or
other get-togethers with people who share your faith can be a
great thing to do to bring yourself closer to your religion.

Help the poor and destitute. Whether this means donating
clothes to your church’s next fundraiser or buying a sandwich
for that homeless man you pass on the street every day, take
action. (Proverbs 19:17)

Spread His word. Tell the world of His glory! A simple way
to be a better Christian is to be proud of your faith and to talk
of how wonderful it feels, being so loved. Do your part to
better the world by spreading His message.

10- Donate to your church and to charity. This includes your time as
well as your possessions. Spread the love as much as you can!
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CHILDREN'S PRAYERBOOK

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Lord, my God,
by sending Your Only Begotten Son
Jesus to the world, You taught us

to perform kind deeds.

By giving me a pure

and a loving heart, You entrusted me
to care for the needy and

all those who require my help.

Bless me and guide me always

so that through my noble deeds

| may become a blessing

in the lives of others,

May enlighten the souls of the children
of the Armenian Church

and praise and glorify Your Holy
name. Amen.




Puppies for Sale (Understanding)

A shop owner placed a sign above his door that said:
“Puppies For Sale.”

Signs like this always have a way of attracting young
children, and to no surprise, a boy saw the sign and approached
the owner; “How much are you going to sell the puppies for?” he
asked.The store owner replied, “Anywhere from $30 to $50.”

The little boy pulled out some change from his pocket. “I
have $2.37,” he said. “Can I please look at them?”

The shop owner smiled and whistled. Out of the kennel
came Lady, who ran down the aisle of his shop followed by five
teeny, tiny balls of fur.

One puppy was lagging considerably behind.
Immediately the little boy singled out the lagging, limping
puppy and said, “What’s wrong with that little dog?”

The shop owner explained that the veterinarian had
examined the little puppy and had discovered it didn’t have a
hip socket. It would always limp. It would always be lame.

The little boy became excited. “That is the puppy that I
want to buy.” The shop owner said, “No, you don’t want to buy
that little dog. If you really want him, I’ll just give him to you.”
The little boy got quite upset. He looked straight into the store
owner’s eyes, pointing his finger, and said;

“I don’t want you to give him to me. That little dog is
worth every bit as much as all the other dogs and I'll pay full
price. In fact, I’ll give you $2.37 now, and 50 cents a month
until I have him paid for.”

The shop owner countered, “You really don’t want to
buy this little dog. He is never going to be able to run and jump
and play with you like the other puppies.”

To his surprise, the little boy reached down and rolled up
his pant leg to reveal a badly twisted, crippled left leg supported
by a big metal brace. He looked up at the shop owner and softly
replied, “Well, I don’t run so well myself, and the little puppy
will need someone who understands!”
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Announcement
Requiem Service

A -conducted for their loved ones on a given
) Lo Sunday, to please submit their names by
Thursday noon for printing in the Sunday
Bulletin.



HOME BLESSIN

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place where they are charged
and empowered with these values to live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under twrm/all,edllectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia." In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, "Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
| FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. )



